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C°  The River LoZnica and its floodplain — a natural monument
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Poplavho obmocje ob Loznici

Obmocje ob reki Loznici je eno izmed redkih se
ohranjenih obmocij v Spodnji Savinjski dolini, ki se ni
povsem podvrzeno intenzivnemu kmetijstvu. Loznica
tukaj vijuga In meandrira v svojem naravnem toku ter
obcasno poplavlja okoliske travnike. Za obmocje so
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The Loznica floodplain

The area by the River LozZnica is one of the few still-
preserved areas in the Lower Savinja Valley that are not
yet completely subject to intensive agriculture. Here, the
River Loznica meanders in its natural current and
occasionally floods the surrounding meadows. The area
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znacilne mejice, pasovi drevja in grmovja, ki Se dandanes Is characterised by hedgerows, lines of trees and shrubs ?r(;/

razmejujejo parcele med seboj. Vidni so se ostanki  that separate plots of land to this day. One can also see .

nizinskih gozdov z velikim delezem hrasta doba. Ob reki  remains of lowland forests with a significant percentage ; Information

so vecinoma prisotni bolj ali manj; mokrotni travniki,  of English oak. Along the river, there are mostly water- = parkiris¢e

nekoliko dlje od reke pa so na bolj suhih tleh prisotne meadows, and on drier ground a little further from the L Parking lot

tudi posamezne njive. Vasi so odmaknjene od vodotoka, river, some fields can also be found. Villages are further informacijska tocka

nekako na meje visokih voda. away from the waterway, at about the high water mark. A VD information point

Ohranjenost obmocja prispeva tudi k veliki biotski ~ The fact that the area is so well preserved also - ( Z(‘;H;‘;ﬁ‘;;f;g

raznovrstnosti. Pomembna je predvsem raznovrstnost  contributes to great biodiversity. The most essential is i d

rastlin, zivali in habitatnih tipov vezanih na mokrotne  the diversity of plants, animals and habitat types related S R [ it g ) -~

travnike, reko in mejice. to water-meadows, the river and hedgerows. ™ SR 7 T F | 1 1990, 1968
Since 1998, the River LoZnica with its floodplain is & \tx N N - Eﬁ\ - sﬂﬁﬁgﬁ"%ﬂi‘% JEL? 70 Fioods (1990, 1998)

Od leta 1998 je reka Loznica s poplavnim obmocjem
zavarovana z odlokom Obcdcine zalec kot naravni
spomenik (Odlok , ULRS, st. 89/98). Velikost obmocdja v
OZ je ca 90 ha. Zaradi znacilnih vrst rib in metuljev je reka
Loznica s Trnavco opredeljena kot Natura 2000.

Reka Loznica

Reka Loznica se na prehodu z obrobja Ponikovskega

protected as per the decree of the Municipality of Zalec
as a national monument (Ordinance, Official Gazette of
the RS, no. 89/98). The size of the area in OZ is ca 90 ha.
Due to the characteristic species of fish and butterflies,
the Loznica River with Trnavca is defined as Natura 2000.

River Loznica

As it transitions from the edge of the Ponikovski kras

s

krasa v ravninski del umiri. V ravnini strmec upade in moc (Ponikva karst) to the flatland, the River Loznica becomes
vodotoka znatno oslabi. Ravnina je povecini iz ilovnate ~ calmer. In the flatland, the stream gradient becomes T £

naplavine, ki je vlazna in mokrotna. Loznica po njejte¢ev  flatter and the water flow weakens significantly. The s 5T L TN
poc¢asnem vijugavem toku in velikokrat $e danes flatland is mainly composed of loam deposits, which are bl

Reka Loznica / River Loznica Poplavno obmocje / Floodland

poplavlja ravno pokrajino. Znacilnost loznice je da  moist and wet. The Loznica runs through it in a slow, P — .
vodotoka ne spremljajo terase. Aluvij prehaja brez =~ meandering stream and often floods the flat landscape. A _ Rabatal \Vé‘ o ey 'z meia obmodja NS v Obeini Zalec
Vsakrgne meJe VvV mladodlluvul Zato Ju nl mogocv:e featUI’e Ofthe LOZvnlca IS that the Water fIOW IS nOt o /: : g:fjgi;géiﬁomestentintheMunicipality
razlikovati. Vodotok te¢e v mnogih vijugah v sencijel§in ~ @ccompanied by terraces. The alluvium seamlessly in the Municipality of Zaj g“i 4/ 3 WO travnik / meadow
vrb. Ob samem potoku je znatilen obrezni pas visoke  transitions into younger diluvium, which makes it 17///’/,/% @@ﬁﬁ ///\\,b% pasnik / pasture
zelnate in lesne vegetacije, ki ¢leni kmetijski prostor ter ~ /Mpossible to distinguish between the two. The éjlll-mjfi'iﬁ O SSAPUN, /////\,, njiva / field
nudi ustrezne pogoje za rastline in Zivali. Prostor jee ~ Meandering stream is shaded by alders and willows. The ;@; ,;’:Ill/[f!’; . A /:,‘,%I meliie / hop field
ekolosko bogat, saj je ¢lovek v vodni in obvodni prostor a; €a Zr g“’}jd the str earg IS chzr acterised by ar Iif)'afr; ’a;_ S_le i\ ﬂlll;%} > ok @avf{):f/ - inourad / vineyord
najmanj posegal. Loznica predstavlja tudi pomembna ?h tall-her ltace/ous an vc\j/oo y .;/egeta_rflct);;, W Iccl't' Vi fes ,{l/’}};; ' adovniak ) orchard
zatocCisca za poljsko divjad in ptice ter stalen bivalni € agricuitiratareas ahd proviaes Suitab’e conaitions 1or ’%’L

N y : vy o plants and animals. Thanks to minimal human /,§ » modvirje / swamp
prostor, kjer zive ogrozene vrste ptic, dvozivk inrib.. . L . . IR

Intervention into the water and its surroundings, the area \ AN \b ) WL A= vodotok / waterway

V nizinah pri nas je vse man rek in potokoy, ki bi imele :;7 e;?t:n%ICerLJJ/ g Ichrsfield Oalf’)(«)eveea/;d bierdsogs I\f\fel;sasaa | ‘*‘5',?///'//7},*";.;,%5%.% o zemiEeerhudng one
ohranjeni naravni tok. Loznica je ena redkih izjem, ki se P 9 9 C . | ”!\;/i/ /]flf/l’/!!// //)/f Via— cesta / road
. . . . . permanent habitat for endangered species of birds and ilf V) /]
vijuga , meandrira Iin poplavlja, kljub temu, da je | @ Y e ) ; neplodno / unfertile

amphibians.
In our lowlands, the number of rivers and streams that
have preserved their natural course is decreasing. The

_ _ . )= o Loznica is one of the few exceptions — it still meanders and
odneseni material. Na ta nacin nastajajo tolmuni, ki so  g554s despite the area being riddled with a network of

VSi pomemb_ni [ 2_iva|i v if‘ _Ob reki. LO?”?C? je v ce_Ioti drainage ditches. The preservation of the river is
dolga 26 kmn je pritok Savinje, v katero se izliva v Celju. evidenced by the banks that are still eroded by water, and

the materials carried away are deposited elsewhere. This

way pools are formed, which are important for the

animals in and along the river. The Loznica is 26 km long
&) and is a tributary of the River Savinja, joining it in Celje.

obmocdje preprazeno z mrezo izsusevalnih kanalov. O
ohranjenosti reke pricajo brezine, katere voda se vedno
lahko spodjeda in odnasa ter na drugem koncu odlaga
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-E Divja grlica / European turtle dove / Streptopelia turtur Vodna perunika / Yellow iris / Iris pseudacorus

= I B P-
4 K5 5 il b

[=]




O \Ne ™ \
8\()&’)

@ iVI1Y ™1

The River Loznica and its floodplain — a natural monument

Y

Rastline

Na obmocdju reke Loznice |Je biotsko
najzanimivejsa In najpomembnejsa vegetacija
vezana na vlazna tla. Tod so se ohranile razlicne
vlagoljubne rastlinske zdruzbe kot so sasja, locja
in mokrotni travniki z modro stozko Molinia
caerulea. V spomladanskem <casu nas na
travnikih pricakajo preproge travniske penuse
Cardamine pratensis. Ob vodnih jarkih naletimo
na trsti¢je in rogoz, ki ga v maju z rumenimi
cvetovi popestri  vodna perunika  Iris
pseudacorus.

Na opuscenih mokrotnih travnikih uspeva
zdravilna strasnica Sanqguisorba officinalis, ki je
pomembna za prezivetje ogrozenih vrst
metuljev mravljiscarjev.

Mejice s ¢rno jelso Alnus glutinosa, vrbo Salix
sp., brogovito Viburnum opulus, krhliko
Frangula sp. in trdolesko Euonymus europaeus
nudijo zatocisCe, prostor za gnezdenje In
prehranjevanje stevilnim ogrozenim vrstam ptic.
Naso pozornost pritegne s svojo velikostjo In
debelino hrast dob Quercus robur v poplavnih
gozdovih. Tla the gozdov iIn mehkolesne loke
prerasca bujna zeliscna plast. V spomladanskem
casu so tla na dolocenih mestih pokrita s
cemazem Allium ursinum in pomladanskim
velikim zvonckom Leucojum vernum, ki skupaj z
dvolistno modro cebulico Scila bifolia oznanjajo
pomlad.

" 4

”

Zdravilna strasnica / Great burnet / Sanquisorba officinalis
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Plants

Around the River Loznica, the most biologically
iImportant and interesting vegetation is tied to
humid ground. Various moisture-loving plant
systems such as sedges, water lilies and water-
meadows with purple moor-grass, Molinia
caerulea, have been preserved here. In
springtime, meadows are carpeted with cuckoo
flower, Cardamine pratensis. Along the canals,
one can come across reed beds and bulrush,
embellished in May by the yellow flowers of the
yellow iris, Iris pseudacorus. Great burnet,
Sanqguisorba officinalis, which i1s important for
the survival of endangered species of the scarce
large blue butterfly, thrives on the abandoned
water-meadowvs.

Hedges with Alnus glutinosa, black alder, Salix
sp., willow, Viburnum opulus, gquelder-rose,
Frangula sp., alder buckthorn, and Euonymus
europaeus, European spindle, provide refuge, a
nesting ground and food to many endangered
species of birds.

The size and thickness of English oak, Quercus
robur, In the floodplain forests attracts
attention. The ground of these forests and the
softwood floodplain forests is overgrown with a
lush herbaceous layer. In springtime, the ground
Is covered In certain places with Allium ursinum,
ramsons, and Leucojum vernum, spring
snowflake, announcing the arrival of spring
together with the two-leaf squill, Scila bifolia.
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Hrast dob / English oak / Quercus robur

= I B ]
K5 5B Bl

Zivali

V vseh letnih casih lahko na obmocju Loznice
opazimo ptice, ki s svojo glasnostjo,
Stevilcnostjo In vrstno pestrostjo pritegnejo
naso pozornost. le te uporabljajo travnike In
mejice z grmovno vegetacijo za skrivalisca
pocivalis¢a, prehranjevalis¢a In gnezdisca. Tu
gnezdi prek 30 vrst ptic, v Casu jesenskega
preleta ptic selivk pa se stevilo ptic na obmocdju
Se poveca. Najpogosteje opazimo kanjo Buteo
buteo, sivo vrano Corvis cornix In scinkavca
Fringilla coelebs, bolj] poredko pa lahko
zasledimo prepelico Coturnix coturnix, ki
domuje na travnikih preprezenih z mejicami. Tu
ghezdi tudi prosnik Saxicols torquata Iin rjavi
srakoper Lanius collurio, marsikje v Evropi
ogrozeni vsti. Med najpogostejsim grmovjem se
rade smukajo rjava penica Sylvia communis In
bicja trstnica Acrocephalus shoenobaenus.

Poleg petja prenekaterih ptic bomo na tem
obmodju slisali tudi regljanje zab. Zaradi visoke
vlaznosti in 1zobilja hrane so travniki in ostanki
poplavnih gozdov pomembno zivljenjsko okolje
za dvozivke. Najpogostejse so rjave in zelene
zabe Iin navadna krastaca Bufo bufo, redkeje pa
bomo naleteli na navadnega pupka Lissotrion
vulgaris, ki veCino casa prezivi v vodi. Ti travniki
so tudi i1zjemnega pomena za prezivetje
nekaterih vragoljubih vrst nevretencarjev kot so
metulji in kacji pastirji.
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Animals

n all seasons, birds can be seen in the area of the
River  Loznica, drawing attention with their
oudness, number and diversity. They use

meadows and hedges with shrub vegetation as
hiding and resting places, as well as feeding and
nesting grounds. Over 30 species of birds nest
here, and the number of birds Iin the area
Increases even more during the autumn migration
of migratory birds. Among the most commonly
spotted species are the common buzzard, Buteo
buteo, hooded crow, Corvus cornix, and Eurasian
chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs, while the common
quail, Coturnix coturnix, which lives on meadows
divided by hedges, is much more elusive. The area
Is also home to the African stonechat, Saxicola
torquata, and the red-backed shrike, Lanius
collurio, which are endangered in many parts of
Europe. In the thickest shrubs, one can find the
common whitethroat, Sylvia communis, and the
sedge warbler, Acrocephalus shoenobaenus. In
addition to the song of many birds, the croaking
of frogs can also be heard in this area. Thanks to
the high humidity and the abundance of food, the
meadows and the remains of floodplain forests
are an important habitat for amphibians. The
most common are brown and green frogs and the
common toad, Bufo bufo, while the smooth
newt, Lissotriton vulgaris, which spends most of
its time in water, is harder to find. These meadows
are also extremely important for the survival of
some moisture-loving invertebrates, such as

butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies.

Navadna krastaca / Common toad / Bufo bufo
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Navadni pupek / Smooth newt / Lissotriton vulgaris
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Mokrotni travniki ob Loznici

Naravni spomenik Loznica obsega mokrotne
travnike ob potoku Loznica. Domacini obmocje
poimenujejo tudi “svet ob Loznici” in “log”, kar
se odraza v imenih naselij Medlog, Podlog,
Zalog. Ob potoku Loznica, ki vijuga v senci jels
In vrb, se nahajajo mokrotni travniki z
vlagoljubno vegetacijo. To so vlaznejsi predeli,
kjer se ne gnoji in le poredko kosi.

Reka z obcasnimi poplavami prekrije travnike z
vodo ter tako ohranja vlagoljubno vegetacijo, ki
je zivljenjski prostor stevilnim zivalskim vrstam.

Obrezja rek, kanalov In jarkov porascajo
predvsem grmovni sestoji. lzjemen krajinski

videz obmodja dopolnjujejo mejice, ki
predstavljajo locnico med razlicnimi rabami
prostora In skupaj s travniki In njivami

prispevajo k vecji biotski pestrosti. V prostoru
mejice niso nikoli imele velikega gospodarskega
pomena, Imajo pa zato velik naravovarstveni In
krajinski pomen. Tukaj najdejo zatocisCe stevilne
zivalske In rastlinske vrste, ki bi drugace tezko
prezivele.
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Water-meadows along the River

The Loznica natural monument includes water-
meadows along the River Loznica. The locals call
the area “the world along the Loznica” or “log”,
Slovenian for a wet meadow. The word “log” is
also reflected in the names of settlements:
Medlog, Podlog, Zalog. Along the River Loznica,
which meanders in the shadows of alders and
willows, there are water-meadows with
moisture-loving vegetation. These wet areas are
never fertilised and only rarely mown.

Thanks to the periodic floods, the river covers
the meadows with water, and thus preserves
the moisture-loving vegetation, which Is a
habitat for many animal species.

The banks of rivers, canals and ditches are
mainly covered with shrubs. The area's
exceptional appearance is complemented by
hedges, which represent a dividing line between
different uses of the space and, together with
meadows and fields, contribute to greater
biodiversity. Hedges have never had a great
economic significance; however, their impact on
nature conservation and the landscape s
immeasurable. They offer refuge to many
animal and plant species that would otherwise
have find it difficult to survive.

Ostanki poplavnih gozdov

Na obrobju travnikov se nahajajo ostanki
nizinskih poplavnih gozdov, ki pricajo o nekdanji
ve(ji prisotnosti gozda v dolini. Od drevesnih
vrst prevladujeta hrast dob Quercus robur In
crna jelsa Alnus glutinosa, ljubitelja vlaznih tal.
V spomladanskem casu obcasno prihaja do
poplav, ki so za obstoj tega gozda nujno
potrebne. Tik ob naselju Grusovlje se nahaja
Cisti sesto] hrasta, kjer se je nekoc steljarilo In
kosilo. Ta tradicionalni in znacilni primer rabe
prostora nizinskih hrastovih gozdov pusca za
sabo tudi svojstven videz gozda kot mestnega
parka.

V gozdickih so doma stevilne zivalske vrste, tudi
taksne, ki so ogrozene. Najglasnejse so ptice, ki
jih sreCamo ob vsakem obisku in v vseh letnih
Casih, najstevilcnejsSe pa zuzelke, predvsem
hroscl.
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Remains of floodplain forests

On the outskirts of the meadows, there are
remains of lowland floodplain forests, which
testify to a greater presence of forests in the
valley in the past. The dominant tree species are
the English oak, Quercus robur, and black alder,
Alnus glutinosa, which both thrive in humid
soil. In the spring, there are periodic floods,
which are essential for the existence of this
forest. Right next to the village of Grusovlje,
there 1s a pure oak stand, where farmers used
to gather animal bedding and mow grass. This
traditional and typical example of the use of
space of lowland oak forests also leaves behind
the characteristic appearance of the forest as a
city park.

These small forests are home to many animal
species, Including those that are endangered.
The loudest are the birds, which one can see on
every visit and throughout the seasons, and the
most numerous are insects, especially beetles.
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