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QOQ NARAVNA VREDNOTA SAVINJA S PRITOKI
O()D NATURAL VALUE OF THE SAVINJA RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES

Pot ob Savinji

The Savinja Path

Struga—mlini, zage inmale hidroelektrarne

Ker je bila Savinja od nekdajnemirnarekainzaizrabovodne
sile manj primerna, so ze za ¢casa Celjskih grofov na njeni
levi strani, od Podvina nad Polzelo do Kasaz, izkopali
umetno strugo alimlins€ico, dolgo priblizno 14 km. Tako
imenovana »Podvinsko-Zalska Struga« je v preteklosti
poganjalacelovrstomlinov, Zag in prvih industrijskih
obratov.

Kar nekaj mlinov je bilo na Strugi pod Sempetrom, na
reguliranem delu Struge v Vrbju paje bil v okviru v okviru
Hausenbichler-Gorjup-Niedorferjeve domacije zgrajen
umeten turbinski mlin, Zaga in manjsSa elektrarna, pod
Vrbjem pa Janiéev mlin, ki je kasneje prerastel v Zagarsko
podjetje Zuza-Stravs.

Mliniinzage ob Strugi so se v50 letih morali umakniti
modernim virom energije alipasojih preuredilivmale hidro
elektrarne. Danesje delujoCale Se elektrarna »Vrbenka«v
Vrbjuin delno Stravsov mlin. vt
StrugapasSevednovplivana %il
znacajin podobo krajineterdaje .ot
intenzivniagrarnikrajini vsaj E
nekaj ekoloske pestrosti.Zvodo
napajaribnik v Vrbjuin
Ribogojnico Zalec, zobvodno
vegetacijosivihjelSinvrb pa
predstavljapomemben habitatni
tip, ki nudi zatocisce stevilnim
zivalim, predvsem pticam.

Lt

vodna elektrarna - nekdajimenovana Vrbenka

hydroelectric power plant - formerly known as Vrbenka

Struga - Mills, Sawmills, and Small Hydroelectric Power Plants

Because the Savinja hasalways beenarestlessriverandless
suitable for harnessing water power, an artificial channel—a
millrace—was dugonitsleft bank as earlyasduring the time of
the Counts of Celje, running from Podvin above Polzelato
Kasaze, withatotallength of approximately 14 km. In the past,
this so-called Podvin-Zalec Struga powered awhole series of
mills, sawmills, and the firstindustrial plants.

Several mills operated on the Struga below Sempeter. On the
regulated section of the Strugain Vrbje, an artificial turbine mill,
asawmill, and asmall power plant were built as part of the
Hausenbichler-Gorjup-Niedorferhomestead. Below Vrbje,
stood the Jani¢ mill, which later developedinto the ZuZa-Stravs
sawmillingcompany.

Inthe 1950s, the millsand sawmills along the Struga River gave
way to modern energy sources or were convertedinto small
hydroelectric power plants. Today, only the Vrbenka power plant
inVrbje and, partially, the Stravs Mill remain in operation. The
StrugaRiver still shapesthe
characterandimage of the
landscape andlendstheintensive
agriculturallandscape atleast some
ecological diversity. It supplies
watertothe Vrbje Pondand the

- Zalec Fish Farm, whileitsriparian

T vegetationof greyaldersand

y willows forms animportant habitat
typethatishometonumerous
animals, especially birds.
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